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BLACK STUDIES IN RETROSPECT

Black StUdiet--*at a :ph--enose nOir at the-line of its initial=
and-universities. °A-by-PrOdUtt-Of- the6%41: -righ neW.rpride-in,lilatkneS*4, 1110-d-000:L. of

8-tUdiei==galVani-i64.-.-CUrrittilitia:coMmitteei into.= action' -and-deMoliShedi,
_ - - -a - - -t raditionar =academic-hurdles- -with .the "=force_ Ofi:aAtirri "Cane Student-piessUie--**s intense,_

1-ironOUnCed=iii1-4anUary :4;4 :at -this
=content; -eiren=:thei::SiZe:=_Of thelpiOpOSed-

undergradUateiVingiaik:in..Afro4aire:riCran--,_StUdieS--,i':

-COilegei,generatiokilaSVCOmer.anctIcine4inte:the-_41-ith::'tif
anifithellienty =of th-6-.ear

',but_ for different :reatonS3- :(o-
rdepending..-464t-One__$=tagt6:16i'-periOdiC:-:diViiiiniS), is upon =_lls:

June, -147:2-,_-Marked=the aeriainaLion
year- program of =Postgradua "te= =Fellowships =in ,Black Stud es:, 414-
is undertaken =with the--Ehope,-that= it ofmay- be :usefuiit 6-atteMptliai-survey
developments. =tii4==5f=0144- Sindiet=
evaluation of treat the :1614-74ange,
-intaCt of the-i'banfortivp_iOgrail==will =not
goietatioti- thiee.

I

THE DANFORTH FOUNDATION'S POSTGRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS IN BLACK STUDIES

teeny Decisidizs

The Danforth -foundation, 'surVeying,ithe academic Scene in- 196849i asked=
itself what -contribution - it could make to the -development =Blatk -Studies.
It was not feasible_ _-to respond= in- an-eAnitable-way- ter the many reAtiestt- forhelp -bri=,01- insti=tution- basis -,- and=- there--were too -Many- open-
ended- quettiont -abOut Black StUdiet- to iitake-it-liotilt(le to icientify--a ,few
"model" programs and-_giVe them =support. One fact} was Clear: as of the
winter- of 196869,_ al-l-too4many- insg-tutiont:-of =higher- learning 444 promised
their ttudents much more` i_ n the way of tikadk -Studies -programs _-thniti they
could- deliver. Eagerness meet-ttuctent cleniandi=-outran the capacity of
fatulty capable -of "profetting" the' fielt:4 Soinething would-have to giVe.



Adt-ing ,with more- thaii- ':deliberate :speed,_ _the- foundation-determine to__mee ,the zaitiiationby -offering.
,a_pOSigraduite-ferlioWSiiip:-:pragrafir ,ith-rottgli-Whidh_institutions :dour evelop_ttheir`- own pro essora_o -Iliac ,-st les .__ 4 e:

' 4 :could a- .1i --"---- f-'*- '""'" f ;-. "-k-'-'tid; '-' -I -titi- ''i
,,. _ _ _. P. _,. _ , , - _- .. . .. .v

sake,.
_

fellowship- dampetitiOna. Whidlt- identify -indiVidtials- for -their- *Tv iiik0,- i..
_

_prograin:-,pitipased,to-Offer 'support t 6..-an- institution- -through andaward- id= a hieMher Of Ita fad-ii4ty:.- Colleges -and ,tniiiieigities4- WOU14--1-00.

__ - .- ,, __ . , _ . ,,, .---
invite-d' tO. iciinate _a fadu4y iiisberIlth-e ertise, in--4',-_fielA,relatedtoiBlack Studies c(A,Meridah-*ito-Ty--i -:-_--i7410-literatUre,_ --urban __Spidleat,, ,et 6-0--for an ,award` which= would==permi=t ii, to- SPeiukra -Ye at 1 it :a :00iirooty- center. .
of "Black- Studies:" :After- the-:year--, imAirritici.til,he ,watil&retUrn- to= -his-home institution-

Witk_ehlianejeaiiv_ototi-4,.E-forfinfitiendings the-fom#i-cm4iim.itu-:the-iiefi field:
.

tim -initial, .announcement ;_of !To:St-graduate= fel loWihipa-; :_far :Blidit-- 'tiidriear-read:-- --,.

survey -z-of the=_,prahlema-,-
ing; =in the-'0niteit`States

--,tOcay,i.4-sladkrtocisiea!i',00"ati..ofteir":hiacia-the; ;04 of
thoie404--*-aUtricutim,__InatitutiOnaA*4-10T-geheratiOnS- of- students

liaVe-ignOrel;mett4,4ficoty,,,*otoo,tito*
pressure= t Ci-r--deVeo-Vernight-,__eittentiVe ,:prOgrai*

There: is ito,-44eptea-=-definition _; of_tooid_ re- tat -t-
others , "Black °Studies!' t =pass= .theritest. of° °;being ;geared= to urbanin -1000-4 -=tof _a: ,-the,,testStudies " -are ,cowries, ,taught=din =a- specific-_departmental:= framework=:

0otfi-, because itseems- = certain.: hat-111ack;
_

.

t =taughthe-fore it is defillecL-raMii-1because -thori-4i4,--,Woeitir shotage-.-Of---p-et§64t prepared to"; facjia-fon;---thesieitperienCO---Of---134Clia-,_ -the- -DanfOrth-Fatindati fer -e-W,,,prOgraiii;1* -1969 cies gned=zto -giveexperienced_ teachert-=additiOnaf liatigraiin-&--..-an&-entiehilient: in "Blaack

Ole Fotindation __paha to_ _appoint- 10-FaliOWS, Studies"program- an 196940=. Each Fellow= will spend the =year ,_in ptiriuit of

1
Initial -action-- was taken :by -the _EZedutive- .CoMbittee on March 10, -1969;subsequent -action by the ;Hoard-of TruStees was taken--=on: April" 27 -24, 1969:

2

-Institutions with _undergraduate-entOlimenta over 10-,000 were -not*invited- to participate in the-_.program.- The -1-ogic_-hdhind this decision wasthat if and -when` institutions= with large- -undergraduate,. enrollments= decided-to launch Black Studies departhentstprograita,, :the_ tomiiitments of personneland money Whidh-wotil& be needed ,were--Of'Stidh dihienSiOna .:.hat, -4 sieve- facultylowship3w0tild _not -13-a of _major tignifidafiCec.- Then:, too, the -FoOndation--ha&observed- that large, :Wealthy institutions-usually -Used-the advantage -.of the,p(arSe iii raiding small ones of-their traine& personnel: -From the beginning,,Continual movement- of personnel kept the field` in a state of -modified turmoil:
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individually...deSigned-plati of Study at an agreed upon graduate
-center for "Black Sttulie :".

the letter soliciting -hotnihatiohi to- the competition explained the Founda-;rtiOnt-S geai' and philosophy :further:

The -Danforth '"Black --St-tidiesr,progratit- *04- 1,4kt, -i-t :poOible
for -faculty to prepare to teadlitilBiadk time forpersonai, reflection, nOt as conveyor belts for the ideas_ and
yllabi of others It is the :-Foundation's :hope that the -domion-

intereStS, of the FellOws will result ik _farina" and- itifehnal,
exdhattielot_ideaS.4. definitions, and designs for Undergraduate
work is our conviction that Mist as it
is _equally r :fe?it-1:)Vadkg-,aild:,--Whiteg. in the::UnitedE,$tates
to 'Undeittandthe=iiladk,=experiefidei,.it is Aiitaithattbes field
be=,OPen;t&SChelarS- -of artY:rade,- -dreed'

We hope that this program will contribute tO stabilization ofpersonnel :in ilte_ of ="1114-ck_ Studies"-fr by serving to cöunter
act the:"(!brain,,tro.io,:of talent -te a few centers }.-' At' FôuidãtiOn

-",aSSilMe-S-ithat oribi4; will ,tepriffiE*6 their home
though there will -be:Ite-forMair -dontradt-to_thiS_reffedt

CL-a of Eellawa-

and May, 1969, ten Fellows were'r_appointed for the t year of study The .Foundation liad-_--atitiopoted that
lellows

_

-Would' find _i&ntorre:-:gtoi*ii.re if they in One ortwo =old
the staff =made tentative- -artangeMetits_s-vh-th 'both_ -inStittitietiS_to-,proVide

_-.4tOttie for

the two inStittitioriS--offered_'-Shirp-contrastS-. -rate the process of
i-itititelfing: a di Stintiii:e and Coherent TregraM- of AfteAnieridaii--_Stiidie-S- Which=
gave-Tronite:' of -superier tntcllcctual quality the 'Yale plan was -the product
Of a year-long collaboratiOn Of b Undergradtlates_ and white
4qatk-_--direeter-- and :staff were to join i the fall of 1969 and implement the
fregrant. The University of Chicago, following theleadership of its distin-
guihed d_ hiStoriah, .JOhn--11-ope_ Franklin, did not propose to offer -a-prOgratn_ of
:Black Studies, but did_ provide amide _range of courses (there were over 200-
Fat_ the itadliate and undergraduate levels) ,dealing -with the black -experience.:
-Franklin, an articulate advocate of such eclecticism as the proper approach
-to .Black StUdieS, promised a -SeMinat -on Black Studies for DO: Fell

:Not surprisingly, perhaps, nine ,of -the first ten: Fellows Opted- for the Yale
-,program, the tenth chose Chicago. But if there was no surprise in the
',distribution, there Was a surprise in the -first year's -competition and an

3spe Appendix B. 'those _awards were made -by 1117 staff.
INA lowshi_p applicants were free to propose their own alternative base

hut not until the second year of the competition did-a candidate do so.

3



Unwelcome One, namely, the small number of blacks nominated- fest', the fellow
Snip. Of the first ten fellowships, nine .awards went to white faculty, only
one to a b-ladk. Not Yale, not the Danforth -Foundation, not the _prospective
Fellows themselves had anticipated such -a- skewed distribution, and it made:
for a terision=patked -year in Yale's Afro-American pregram-.

Shortage of Black Candidates

The role of blacks and whites in ,Black.-StUdiet i to- Central that it is worth
_interrupting the narrative with some comments on I"though the -proportion
Of black. candidates- and Fellows inereated: in the second year and again in
third _yeat. 'Of the program, . the -number of blacks nominated : and appOinted-.Wat--
-always disappointingly low In retrospect, one can several factors:
Which, deritribUted_ to =this- tituation:-

Many white institutions had tco---few-b-lack -faculty that :keeping: them_
visible was major concern, theif-444-Were-ii4 -04020, §e-oa,
black faculty away for ra' year and risk their not.

2.; 'iitedefrainantly--bja.4_4fitii4:iloh§-weie
_ . very slow to Organize Biacjc

Studies
_

In the three year!perrod_:ef.DF .doinpetitioris;,=oniy .151
nominations _Chet 40, of thuD cligible came freinribladk -institutions

3. The -DI; Fellowship -stiperid-.-Of,--$1506.-Vas,-tniall-doinpared to the-tal=
aries--`being offered blacks, .many of whom were not at all qualified
zto-teach :Black Studies.

4. The academic background of some black nominees for the -fellowship=
was so limited that the staff encoUragedthem to apply for "regular"
-10- :graduate fellôwhips they- Were 7clearly not 0:iop-ofe4=_ity_inake- --

good use of postgraduate,,,-UtiStritetiftetildr, even though it -imight
have improved their -status= on their Thome- caMputes .

appointees to -Black -Studies sprogramt-Were-tinwilling to
risk study away from their home base for yeat, -largoly--bdai*-=
they :were Uncertain of returning to their- instittitien- in Statilt-_,4116-
ante. Such a fear--was net -necessarily paranoia, for one DF-_BrackT
-Studies Fellow was -kept from returning to his institution by a black
brother who betaine- director of the :Ofograin, in the 7'Fellow's -abtence_.
(The Black Studies, personnel at -the -University -Of California,
Berkeley, argued' that this was so fundamental a consideration that
DF should have supported -Fellows in their home institutions instead
of clustering Fel-lows at a feW- centers-.) `.

t
-I f, as, and _when the .field of -Black Studies does stabilize, one= iinportant
piece of research will be an analysis -of Why -teMe blacks- Were _attracted to
research and teaching in Black Studies in these years while others opted oUt_.
It is a reasonable hypothesis that 1i-biter-la-thy factors, the kind- Of personal
commitment the indivi-dual chose to make to- the struggle for- black liberation,
the alternative uses open to individua-1 talents in and Out of that: struggle.,

_and the alternative adadeinic .careers which were open--all played a part.

Vnry early in the emergence of Black Studies, an action-"Oriented type came to
dominate it-=or dominate the public image of it--and to crowd out--or try to
crowd out--other types. Action-oriented blacks viewed the field of Black

4



Studies as part of a- political power struggle through which blacks could
develop- a base fOr national 'power in the university World-.and alSo in the
largo- society -: Not all -black SCholarS, er =Otit -of Black StudieS, were
sympathetic to such .an approach,. and some of them ridieUled 'fkoM-the beginning
the notion that white students- and Seh0larS could be denied- a place in Black
Studies. Their voices, hoWeVer, did not make the -headlines, and their =influ-
ence Was compromised -by the fadt that blacks as well as whiteS were diyided
by a larger MoVent =which =Black Studies. the-Social sciences,,nie S,,
movement -to dedry- the ,pOSSibility- of "objectivi=ty" -__and_ -to -Stipulate .:attiety,
oriented research- as -the only- significant

`The Second b itpetition

The- Danforth ,prOgrat -§epecified a larger group of -tellowstWenty-_,five--fOr
the_ second' ah0 -thitct-yeaf, of the ompetitiOn, Thanks to the .iateness 'of =the
4969==70- CoMpetitien; it was necessary torlrepare invitations 'to-nominate
candidates for' :the 1976,_=7i aWardieVen as_ the_ firS t7groiiip of SellowS Settled_
ifite-their-firSt -ItionthS,Of:study-atlfale.andThidago-,

_Altholighi,the ef:.tiOiiiiiiationS for the -firSt .competitiOnAidd,:praved-
di§apointiengly -iiiiMber of .college nand university ,pr`e`sidents
took the "trouble to wr=ite` in appreciation -of the :fetitidationS,
to. -indicate they would, certainly _46iiiihate a faCulty .tiVen_ a Setend-
eliatide, The-Staff,_ therefore, -prepared for .aflood_Of_tiOiiiinatieriS for the
second- round: Because the total = group of Pe-liews--wo:ild:-be larger; _bedatiSe
aogi't koha centers for Black StudieS -of.= _promising quality were eliciting,. and_
betiause there WAS a tentatiVe conSetiSuS that the- -1969 =70= Yale - group =of =nine
postgradilate-S _WaS too =large =tc be absorbed by that =program; :arrangements 'for
"CluSters-l" of fellows were :Made- with_llowattl University; Morgan state tol4ege;
_an& ;§-tanfottl- Unix/bit ityrin addition tethe--UniverSity of -ditogo- and Yale
University. '1.6 these -fiVe inStitUtiOns-,_ a= new Atai4iiate:rptogtait in Afro
American Studies at Atlanta University _was added. for .F6-11-6 of the _cla-SS-_-bf-

-:1971--72-.

The tOtai number of nominations: in the second and-third yearS never Met
expectations, -however. The ,presidents who so enthusiastically promised
nominations if given another opportunity, -rarely did' So. In fact, the Eltieta-
of :Fellows was not filled, in either- the second or third year of the program.
The specified, nutter of awards was made, but duplication of awardS by DE -and
the National EndOWmerit for the Humanities in 1970-71 And 1971-72 resulted in
declinations which Outran the selections of the AdViSory counci1.5

5The year follOwl.ng_ DPS- launching of its prograir, the National Endowinent
for the _HuitanitieS adopted the Danforth Foundation's -idea -for a- faculty
felloWShip in Black StudieS alrhost ih,toto. Their fellowShip- program- in
Black StudieS imitated- the Danforth Foundation's inmost respects and- -they
were able _te profit frOM DF's early experiences. :For -a time, the NE11 gaVe
serious consideration to making -the OF its agent for the -new program. In --the
end, however, there were these significant differences between the prograths:
ll rather than appoint lows directly; NE11 assigned a quota of fellowships
-to four or five univers=ity centers which made their own awards ; 2) an age

imi t of 30 was stipulated; and 3) there was no effort to I-ink the Will
fellowships to teaching- so that NE11 FellOwS as a -group had strong research
interests and relatively low interests in problems of curriculuM and teaching.
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The -White/Black Issue

If a shortage of gc5oci=-bladi Candidates was _a problem in making- awards, other- _

.problems were to arise after the Fellows were 'in study All the uncertainties-
Of the field, of Black Studies had --eChOeS in the -Danforthi Fellowship program,
and it is not without interest to note 'hew -What .came to be the most
issue Black Studies, namely, Is _there a role for whites as -wett,deY;42 eke!
as StUderzts/teadh ers/rieSeeecCheit. iri the fie/d? also affected, the Fellowship-
,prograM:

In announcing the prograM-the--TOUndation-iiiade clear an intent to have black
114'White.-participantS_:. Within .a- year, , the -"relevance" of decision if
not the POUridatiOn't.goodAntentiOns: came into question The -ineinberS, of -the-
;AdViSory Council to the program shared an unwavering belief that Black _Studies
had "relevance" for 'white-S-.-ai--Well as blacks, and that dialogue between the
:races--as students, as teachers, and as reSeareherija*Sliteisiiiia.noit._ The
ibelief was _eXpi,eect, in,-the,tiouncIl,decisioril.oir=candidates,-;;thoughzthe group-
,agreed to =frank =preference for black contenders The
the Foundation's) :convictions -do* 'ih-the',f§piiitr,of 1970, in the course of the
first ,COnferenCe of :Fellows, a weekend conference for thetten 'Fellows in -tuay.
and for the 25 aipointedfor the fiollibgfãll

Held in Greenwich, Connecticut, in April, 1970, the firt conferéuie"f
Fellows was surely one of the most reniarkahle:Mejtihg§--eVer -held
auspices Yale's of tilliVin=.40-:'leSS- than a,week away, and the
-Yale contingent at the -Conference (nine Fellows plus half -a_doieri invited
fguests), brought to the:gathering-4 feëhn 6f appoich- iig,Gottetdainmerii4 It
became Clear that the eight, White Fellows at Yale had slowly but ineiteratily
become the victims of ,reVerSe--reeiSM-InE the course of -their _months
Afro-American Studies_ pregrain. As _a_ietOit,_*they despaired-of Iii=aCk/Wiiii-e-
relationS everywhere. They were _convinted, that the :field- of 't)liekSiudieS- was
4118611 racist,_ whether this was the ineVitatileieSiilt-of white racism or the

. -response to it made. _the same points Trepeatedly, for-tW-Were also
Convinced that increasingly -Open: hostility--13--etweeo-ifie races was the wave Of
th. .future, and that ;Yale- itself was -likely- tO-.go--,doWit in the days ahead:
Ihcir twofold -message was thifil-Y--velled;:: :11-the:Datifertit'Foundatfori- had

-betrayed them by appointing them- to the --Postgraduate Black Studies -Fel-lewship--
program, and 2) whites whe-heldappeintments as 'Fellow § for -191641 would do
well to withdraw before they learned-, "the -hard- way," that whites did not
belong in glack Studies.

For twenty-four hours, the conference was a -inirror Image of what was happening
in the wider world. It was alSo ta pressure cooker Language new to 'Danforth
gatherings marked both the formal speethet_:and the infernal -diatribes; -blacks-
Virtually spat upon blacks, whites upon -whites._ It is fair to -Say no One who
Was present _will ever forget the tension which, built up_ over the first day
and a half or the calm in the eyeef the hurticane' which followed, on the finar--::.

ale members were Ilerinan R. BransOn-, President, Lincoln University
(Pennsylvania); Nathan I. Hgins, Professor- of iliStory-, ..olunbia University;
Stanley N. Katz, then Professor of history, University of Wisconsin, now
Professor of Legal history, University of Chicago; John T. King, President,
iluston-Ti I lotsbn College; Paul L. Ward, lixeCutive Seeketary, ican
historical Association.



Morning. .As persOnai and group _pOSitionS on -Black StUdieS_.erytal-lized, one
sharp comment after another mat -addreSsed by Fe llowS to the Advisory- Council-
and especially to the it-be-ante the teSponSibility of_ -the -Founda-
tiOn's representative -firm:1y -to restate-why the =Danforth- -Foundation was
it" and why- it -wOuld- continue to insist on keeping the felloWskip program: open
to mhites- :well as blaCkS. The :banforth=:Staff member_ attests that -She -never
,Spoke_ under greater .preSSUre: The _reStilt justified -the weekend Of -Straifii_ -for
by -the= time for departUre, it was -clear that the --Yale 'group of eight -white
FelloWs- had failed' in their target -Of -getting- the new -White -FellowS -to resign.
Far froM having_ exerted influence -On the -proSpective FeilOWS, the--Yale-whiteS-a
beeaMe the -siibjeCt of pity (or'- worse)- _among the =aSiOrted-biacks and WhiteSi
the -new -Pellowt, and the 'Advisory :Council. Gradually_-, as the Yale- "whites'
saw themSelVei- reflected in_ the eyeS of the- larger-:group, -a _totally_ different
way of leaking:it their-own experience occurred= to- -them: They tealited-that
they had_responded to the- IfitinfidatiOn of bl4ck students -not-by hrider-
Statidifit-,it-,, absorbing :it reasonable-Meaiiike,_-40-ci:
berth, 'but lt -May exa ggerat ien-16 Ma intain=

that -th.=vek-end' eiperiende redeemed,,or j_ Stified_the-:kear for these- eight
Fellows, 'but -_the subsequent let ter frOM_'SeVeral flenbers_Of the-,groipi,Sopport
such "moments -truth'.Were- tonthenplace thatiweekend-

,

The--econd Yeen?

The second conference -of ,,Fellows- -held= 4971_,_ at _Illinois- Beach Lodge..
was as intelleCtually StiMUlating--AS---the -first :meetint-Was-_eMotiOnilly
draining-. It brought together-FitIOWSA.Tv=StUdyi "Fellows '-who --wt be in study
the folloWing: autumn, 2ounci-1:,
All of--the diviSive issues= Of =Black -SindieS-mereesagain- on_the-nenda-- they-
-must- =be except in a-- group -Of trim 'Believers of:zone:or =another-perinasiOnr-iint-
the acceptance of -plUtaiisM!_whiCh had evoiiied'in- Black :Studio ,generany also
prevailed in the Danforth __groUp: Militant -blaCkS--iiiho Mere-present -expressed=
the belief that working with academic, waS
preferable to fighting -him. There were jousting- and (serious) -banter-, but= it
Seemed reasonable to conclude- -that the peak of racism_ in Black- Studies in -and-
Out of the Fellowship, had passed..

Did all this result in- agreement _On- 'glad Studies? -Working from- a set of
documents prepared by the incumbent Fe 1-1ce ,and- representing model- Black
Studies progtam for their institutions, the conference group ultimately
figreed to disagree un the substance and method -appropriate to-Black Studies:
There were experimentalists present but also traditionalists, and blacks as
Well as- whites were in both groups. The -Foundation could honestly claim that
it supported heterogeneity in Black StudieS..

The Role of the Advisory Council

The Fellows and the Advisory Council in this program hadfran unusual influence
upon one another, thanks to the two conferences, the general age and maturity
of the Fellows, and the inescapable.black/white issues which touch everyone
regardless of -age_ or station. At the second"- conference; at any rate, some
members of the Advisory Cotincil were rewarded-with declarations of truce and
even apologies for conduct a yodr earlier! Younger blacks made peace with
Older blacks, whites did the same.

7



The- 'University Mentors

-An even stronger-influence on -DF Fellows was that of the -uniVersity professorswho accepted the responsibility of advising them in their Irespective institu-tions A word- Of special .praise is -due four Of the -directors of -DF_programt,_.
for their personal- interest in helping Fellows make optimal use of the yearwas as _important_ as it was selflessly offered. John -Hope _Franklin (Uhiversityof Chicago) and St Clair Drake (Stanford) would be -among the top five onanyone's list of -scholars in-iBlacicStUdiet and its -related_ diSciplinet-. 'Richard_-Long -(Atlanta)- and John -BlasSinganie (Yale) are younger -Theii.-Who74re -clearly
"CoMers.si All four -brought to -their Danforth commitment the shareartobvit-tio_
that =Black _Studies would suffocate if :Made- the =exclusive_ territory of bliickt.In -seminars -- and in _personafrelatibnthipS, they reflected the highest
scholarly Standards': their- lively participation in the non-stop discussions
.related to Black -Studies was 4 -MOO -ingredient in the successful "miZi" They*qv the -faith that the field was a_ serious one, not 41104441 flash-in-the-
pan, and they -4iSCiit'OetiLiati*With-tiidh candor -,that the ,conversation_liber-ated -whites as well as blacks one white Fellow reported, he is once againat ease in teaching _black students, not a victim of guilt because of his
WhiténeS5.

BLACK STUDIES: STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT

To-underttand- the banforth_-FoundationS-operiente _(the disappointingly smáii
inumber of --promising= nominees for the Black Studies Fellowships, _ the conflicts
over ideology-.and methodology, '-etc.) one needs to understand what was -happening
'to-- the .field itself.

POwèi StruOlea: Local and National, slack and White

If 1968-69 was the Year of Many PrOmites -for Black Studies, as it surely Was,,
the year which followed was the Year of Confrontation and Confusion : It was
a tumultuous year, with scores of dramatic confrontations across the country
over a series of questions related to define and develop the field
and whose "turf" it would be. In city after city (Northern and Western, for
the most part, rather than Southern), 'Black Stitt:lies, issues came to be hope,
loss ly tangled with issues of housing, jobs, and toraisuhity -action for blacks.
=Few institutions were prepared to cope with the instant politicization- of any
field, particularly one with local impact. The role, of any, which whites
were to play as teachers, researchers, and students, raised issues in Black
Studies which became sufficiently acute at to close institutions and bring to
a halt national and even international conferences of scholars . Bitter whites
charged "reverse ratiSM" as blacks kept them out Of some key Black Studies
_programs; bitter blacks charged bad faith as they perceived the autonomy
which they were Initially- promised was -compromised by white budget-makers and

---ContractzsignerciTHeadlineS fioth Rh-44 and from San Francisco reflected tie-
fact that Black Studies could break inStitutional peace and:even dislodge
administrationS.
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In the protest Of continuous debate, both local and national, any progress in1969-40 toward defining the, field and adding to knowledge of the black expers-,ience was minimal. Meanwhile, new contenders were appearing for institutional
support, as Chicano Studies (later also AMerican Indian Studies, Asian-
American-Studies, and Women's Studies) cut into=budgets- assigned Black Studies,especially at institutions on the West Coast. A few administrators probably
welcomed the competition and must have recognized' a' silver lining in theclouds of budget shortages. At any -rate, the initial dream of Brack Studiet_=as a field of inquiry whith would simultaneously develop blaCk pride and con=`tribute to the reconciliation of blacks and whites, melted in the hot sun ofUnending controversy. .

A Or =of truce: 1970--71

As univertities- openedi for a_-neW academic year- -in the fall'-of 4970-71 and -asthe ,tecend,Clatt- of =Danforth-=Fellows =-went to::work-,_:anfuri-easy p_eace slowlyaernib le over Student 1:!re.Ss -=_the=Maj Or fOrce inlatinehing :Pi-60*s everywhere--began to ease significantly, even though it
Aciiiinistratertiln,=both--bliCk _and--=White_

-began ttr fin& thattheY:toutd= negotiate -131ack Studies= issues=,withOUt the thr'at of imMediate-repri sal-. Since-the field?was-iby-no4=-synony-:
Micas with strife- (whether the= -issues -were budget, personnel,. govcrnancc, or -a
=combination thereof}, administrator_s -began to avoid- deeiticiiiiiihere feasible-

. _and_ e) _pot tpones the -implementation-of -blueprints-. Although- national -meetingt
-ori--Black Studies and -its -related 'fieldS tontintied:16:,generate- bitter- blickt-
-White and still- more bittertilackiblack-=ditputes,_ common =sense- pragmatism
=brought -even the most to `the- futieZprested=-but easi=ly inforred)z
-,conviction that pliftal ism_ in -Black -studies_ Was ineVi table-, _at_ -leatt -for_

=With uniformity a 'remote if -not -an impossible-dream; _the alternative was to
concentrate on a local situation, and_-Worry _later abotit the national- scene.
=Meek Studies could mean interditCiplinary retearth_geared community actien
(this.wat Nathan flares dream, briefly latinched at _Safi -trancisco--State,
while at another institution (Federal City tol lege) the- same concept. led= to-
-total separation -of-the ,program from the -institution and the-establishment of
-an= independent community institute. _At_ still __a =third university -(Rithard-
Longst prograM at Atlanta University), =Black Studies -meant careful, orthodox;(4*re" research into previously neglected- subject, matter related to' the-black-
'eXperience, -ail on a ditcipline-by-ditciplirie basis.

An annual conference--the Conference on Afro-Anericantudies--at Atlanta-
University is useful as a barometer:of each year's preStUre points_. In the
-early yeart of the ConferenCe, supportert of different points of view did
not hesitate-to show their dittaste for one _another; -13tit by the winter of
:1970 -71 -a state of truce obtained- at the CMS meetings. Why Such a relaxation?
:PArst, there was ceritensus that -if students- and researchers-- were ever toa-ccoit
push anything, they would need time _for research rather -than controversy;
second, there was concern that financial support would dry up unless.some
results were forthcoming. Finally, conflicting points of view on Black Studiet
_Could be aired in_ journals_ and_booksretherthari.:iii -neWspaper-headlinesi Bach---
year following 1969 saw the ettablithaient of -at least one-new journal; and, as--
of 1972, there are almost- a score of journals devoted to issues related to
black experience and Black Studiet.



BibokStudies in 1972

In mid4972, then, is the field of -Black Studies alive? viable? stabiazed?_
Iv is safe to-,say it is alive and probably safe to -say it is viable, but itwould be an overstateitent to describe it as stable or -stabilized. A recentreport in the New York Times estimated that more than-600 college anti-uni-Versitios offer black- oriented courses and that -they-shave- given impetus to-"a matt-black introSp_e_ction unparalleled in, reCorded_history."

For many reasons, Black -Studies--albeit still- a-phenomenon-_-imay appear alihenotienon of a lesser 'order in 1972-than- it iptiwitised in 1969. It it_ truu,_for example, that in -very few ins tut ictni- have student 'enrol lments --b lackOr whiteimet predictions -and expectations.. This -fact together-with
Oreasingly- stringent budget situation; has justified _reduction-5 in coiiiit-Mints in -many universities. Then,--tOO: _the_ very appearance -of _suCh= fieldssuch as =Chicane,- American- anclWOMen'S Studies--has- led critics-to
claim that--Black -Studies;-was-- the -firit -_Or-a-Seriet- Of =fads_; none Of_-theM

-With= serious= -staying:TOwer.,
__,

it- it =trite"; 160--,_ =that -it IS- to -_±generali ze-_abOut-=ilaCk-StUdies-
in :1972 _as-it was-1n _For- =some,- Black synonymous-with-
experimental education, _ for -others it is -traditional!' -fib-71 So-me,-_iiit must bean interdisciplinary venture: fOr others, -it -falOWs natural- departiontal
=lines. for some, it is- basically .w intellectual:pursuit; =for -others-, it-
approaches" -the anti-intellectital. -In -some institutions it existt---to-provide_
the equivalent of -a -boric -rOolit_, for- black_ -students ;= in others, -75%---16 100%-
-cif the students are-White. There are institittions- where-ithe academic TOO-
tation, of -Black- Studies- is very low--whero the -courses= in Black Stiliet-are-
flabby- and 1:ii.etenticiut-and --where ,serieut-stUdents__, -black as- Well_ 45 white,-atsiditously -Avoid the field. In -such institutions, white, faculty knoWing/y
allow _a -ghetto- te exist and black faculty --who -teach in_ "reSpectabla"- depart-
aients -either ignore the Bliek _Studies -prOgram_-or Work against it for change.

'Yet there are als0 institutions where the reputation of Black Studies is
_good, where students find signifitanee in-being exposed to whitenett and
-blackness -in the context of Black Stitdies courses, and where black and white
Students as Well as faculty teach.One another. In such institutions, the
:intellectual level of Black Stinlies is likely to match that of the rest of
:the institution, except that fresh contributions to knowledge are more likely
to come from Black Studies than from any Other undergraduato field. Since -many white institutions are finding that de! facto segregation is the new way
Of life on their campuses, Black Studies has the merit of precipitating dis-
Course between blacks and whitet, however marked it may be by disharmonies.

Black Studies continues to sufferas does the nation--from the fact that the
integrationist/segregationist question divides blacks as well as whites.- We
are told that some black scholars still downgrade_ Black Studies With secret
names Like "Advanced cornbread 202," and the basic mistrust even of ,Johti Iktpe
Franklin was reflected -in a comment as late as May, 1972, When he stated that
he saw hit most important contribution-doing what he could "to prevent the

-program-from. adding to rack4m."ButdOet anyciffe expect the integrationist/
Segregationist question to be. answered once-and-for-all in his lifetime? The
inevitable result of the alibivilence is that no institutionirprogram in Black
=Studies is without its local critics, whether7Or "irrelevance" or for
"Tom-ism," for over- "or for under-politicization.
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There is still a_ great difference between -Black Studies in a- northern, pre-
dominantly -white institution- and Black StUdieS in- a southern black institution.
But it seemS- tair -to say that more -blacks appreciate the _usefUlneSs of Bladk
'Studies for dialogue than was trim in_ 1.969==dialOgUe between nationalist-
-Militants and integrationiit7evolUtiOnaries,_ and dialogue between blacks and
,WhiteS. Undeviating party-line .departMents are lesS visible than they Were
four years ago; with even the most Militant blacks condeding -thlt whites

-should know more than they do about the life and eXperiende of blacks. It iS--_Siviticint that two consortia in the_ Soiitli=qheklaliaiii- -Center for Higher
-EdUeation and the Association for dradUate_tdUdation and - Research of North
'Texas--are notating. successful Blaak.StudieS--programs fOr the benefit of
their white as- well -AS their black--iiistitutional memberS. One can Maintain
with.. confidence that tome-Of the most constructive thinking on-"America's
.greatest dileMina" is being: generated and given: a hearing- in 'Biack Studies
(programs:

11

14OreoVer, the Overal-1 OUality of freciiiently, challenged,: and the_
have -become- -impressive:. :One -or two :graduate =programs in

Black -S-tuciieg now exist (00w:iPoi-k-ilniire#ityt.antrAtt:anta";=Untirei-Otk),, -albeit.
with divergent :Strong ,PrograMS in SpediaitieS_-stith--,asiAfridani
-*Sic attract -good- students -,, though:-.most blacks who .undertake -,gtaduate: study
Ontiiitte-16 _Make their- fir§ t commitments conventional -diStipiiiie -With-
'Biadk :Studies as an insurance policy oh the side. -Biadk :StUdieS, like _AineriCan_
Studies before it, is -Making relatiVely slow-_progress-,at the _graduate level.

:Finally-, it is essential- -to lOok =at Black_-StudieS in the larger context of a-
SUb-_groUp cultUre. Thus,_ the -ebb and: flow-Of _interest_ in Black_ Studies. in
the past three years have-been closely related- to the driveS__for _black radio:
and TV, for- black theatre,_ fOr-bladk bOokS_ and : -petiodidalS_ -Of all _sorts-._ As

-these drives have .Met -with a -_Meature of success, the demand that Black Studies
prOgraMS provide leadei§hip for the :black -convtiunity -haS cooled._ Related, too,
is the- nSettled issue of the place of Black Studies- in- eleientary _and high

curricula. The nature of the college _prOgrat_in Bladk 'Stiidies- will-
Ultimately in large part be defined ,by the itUdent's--blatk or white - -pre-
college exposure, and at present this is at least as unstable as Black Studies
:fer the College student.

The unresolved issues of Black Studies: are manysand coinpleic, and the future it-_
_Uncertain Ironically enough, the shortage of good -facility-which concerned the
-banforth Foundation in 1969- continues into 1972-73.8 It is obscured by the
fact that institutions in 1972 can afford to postpone develOpMent of a program
if -they can't find-Mr. and Ms. Right. Since finding Mr. .and MS. Right is
-domplicated by the idiosyncratic nature of the progratS, institution by
institution, and by the factthat many young black scholars have avoided the
field, there is a chicken-and-egg problem for future staffing.

7A member of Congress is -dangling before his colleagues and the public
the prospect of a series Of ethnic centers in university, settings, all to be
generously supported by Federal funds. A means of making Black Studies
palatable' to white Congressmen? Perhaps.

8 "One problem troubling all black studies programs is-the shortage of
blacks." John 'Blassingame, Change (Winter, 1971-72), p. 16.
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But there is in 1972 faint but' ncreasing support for a pair of related con-
ceptsfirst, that both blacks andWhitet have roles to play as teachers/
researchers /students in Black Studies; and second, that in the long run blatk
institutions of-higher learning will serve as the most active centers for
research. This observer, for one, would estimate _that the low point in Black
Studies--was reached some time back and-that -a-Slow but steady _growth-.-hoWeVer
different in different kinds_ of institutions -- may -be GrethAill't Law has
not operated, at least on -4 national level. -There- Will :never be uniformity4
and "growth"- in some- institutions may take the form of expantion_in the context
Of other progratt. But thelphytical -distinctivenets. of blacks, the fact that_
their proportion in -the- -total pnpulation- adket- them the most significant minor-
ity, the fact that they have made-- a, eentril-at Well as peculiar contribution= -to
AMeriCan life, all these factort. mean that the rationale for Black Studies_
:remains independent of the _rationale -fOr.other ethhie studies.- It is Virtually
certain that some form-,Of Black thicite will be a-- permanent -addition to the,

--tehoOl and: to the- secondary -CiirrieUlut:

Most important of -41li;a.-liotablewaterihedhat,beenl:crosted: not only 1_ it
:accepted: and respectable. to` 06,toeiith On--_*blaCkSibUtit IS -clear .that no
iiapOrtant- social questions, can= -be eXplere4:hiiitheoUt--COntideratiOnO-f their

-ethnic implications, As=ilitnidi-CrUtei ,direetor 'tile:,tehtef for Afro -American
=Studies at the ,Oniversi ty-Of- M chigai And' _AiithOr of Ate- Criiit_-Of the:Negro:

-Intellectual-, recently ,remarked: "For 4-long time black studies is- =going -to-
-be a separate discipline . . . . But it will, eventually, be integrated and--We
will deVelop the new tcholarblack and-,whiteto rewrite the American
=experience."

I -I I

SOME EARLY EVALUATIONS

_Was the Danforth Foundation!S investment in Black_ Studies timely or prematUre?.
-Did the experience of eleetion, to the Black_ Studiet FelloWthip change individ=
ual faculty members and, through them, their institutions? HAt the existence
of the program had an impact on the development of -Black StUdies as a field of
-study? -Did the Foundati6n achieve its objective-in- establishing Postgraduate

- Fellowships in Black Studies? What implications, i-f any, are there for future
programs- /grants by the Foundation?

:Question 1: -Did the Fellowthip year _have an impact on the Fellows?

It goes -wilEdilt saying that upon return to their colleget and universities, DF-
Black Studies Fellows developed a wide variety of new courses as a result of
their year of study. Some choose traditional themes; others are original.
Some courses- have proved so popular they must be given in sections (Southern
Oregon College), and in at least one institution-, the fire marshall his stepped
in to insist. that excess students must be kept out (Eastern Washington State
College).

Some Fellows report that they receive so many requests to bring Black Studies
into their communities that they cannot respond to them all: They have made
appearances before elementary and high school audiences; they have given
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seminars to Urban League and to church gr-oups; One has Worked-with high -sehOol
faculty to convince- them of the value of teaching black _literature of -klack_i,
-_history, whether their students ate white or -black, Two or three ex-Fellows
describe themselves as "missionaries" in their eagerness to "teach the
teachers" the -significance of Black Studies, they are inspired, among other
things, by_-the conviction that the field will come into its own at the
college and graduate =-,tehoot level only after it has been fully incorporated
into the pre-collegiate cUrridUlum, -(They also work with high school students,

fmaking them Conscious- of ways to test -their textbooks for -racisin.) One
(white)- agreed to offer a seminar on racism for the local police forte-

_ Finally, two ex-Fellows have receiVed-TFederal,:grants to organize summer insti-
tutes to bring pre-collegiate teachers into the field- of Black Studies
college -and- Sangamon -State University)_,

Many of the. exFellei.it _report -hailing_ Written-,papert- ,gui id Meetings such
as the African Studies AttOdiatiOn_and:the,-NatibriattoUndil,,Of Teachers Of
English, and review articles
eluding a

for professional --EOok-ST
text on African politics) - are (McCléan, William

Paterson College of New Jerey, 101=725 ,reports

te-etiiiii:year- of -I6aVe-
to coinplètèhis tesea-rdit:-

An important ,by-product of the year for Many -Fellovit_=WAS_that in joining a
:group of mature scholars :trained in different disciplines, they -fifitinci= it
?Osible. to explore another discipline Several Fellows-_ commented on the

=long range significance in their growth as scholar-teachers which this oppor-
tunity repretented. One team---Ean-iiiStorliad'aiid. anthropologist--gave
themselves a_ seminar on W L B Dubois, exchanging disciplinary insights so

_profitably that they plan to -produce _a. book from it .

One Fellow wrote that: "This has been a= year Of reading,_ ditcutsion, writing;'
and for me introspection and human grawth:" lie added that "Probably the only
limitation of the year was tiine."_ Not all the Fellows i had his kind of compul-
sive thoroughness, independence, and ambition, Andra few expressed the regret
that there was not more structure in their lilies, suggesting they really
Wanted the security of graduate-rather than post-graduate status.

No group of Danforth FellOws- ever reflected wider range in background, training,
ability, and probably no Danforth Fellowship ever assured the holder as much in
the way of experiential learning. For the understanding of blackness came not
only through books and vicarious experience: it was direct and personal and
immediate and relentlessly daily. As one (white) Fellow wrote: "One immediate
result is that I no longer believe in integration, if integration -meant assimi-
lation, as I fear it does." Some of the most thoughtful teacher-scholars the
Foundation has _ever supported were in the program; sO were a few wheeler-dealer,
non-scholarly opportunists. The field attracts both extremes; so did we. It
was the height of irony that one alumna of the program--a black woman with an
M,A.--was snatched up by N.Y.U.'s Afro-.Aineridan Studies department. She put
all of her experience and thinking as a Fellow into the creation of their
,graduate program only to find herself excluded from it because the didn't-

, herself have a Ph.D:

Question 2: Did the Foundation achieve its objective of offering support to
an institution by awarding a Fellowship to a faculty_member whom
it nominated?

a
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Staff is in the protest of circularizing the Academic_Deans of institutions
-where this question is an- appropriate one to raise. Here it should be_ noted
that Of the 33 Fell-4*S in the first two vouo, not returned to their
home base". In three cases,- the institution reneged on its promise to retain=
the 1461ty member.9 in_ four cases, the Fellows chose -not to return-.10 In -one
Case, 11

a Fellow -was discovered to have accepted the DF stipend -plus- a- matching
grant from his institution: at the same time that lid -held- a ful1=tinle-appoint=
!Tient to teach Studies. He-- has disappeared off the fade of the earth.

For additional-, comments- of -Fellows, see_ Appendix A.

1Question 3: Fo§tgradUate fellowshi2 ps_in-- -the sciences -and
1Are relatively rare. The. Danferthproject !Was peculiarly related

too-the tUbjedt matter focus- -and produced =- significant, experimental
learning for both-blick,;i0d,whUe partiCipalits-,
t oftheiprograMorare
there ,findings -of _LiMpertande-'for?theJUtdre:.4orK7Of ,OeltFoundatiohl,

"the academic =COMi*lity-a0-60,3-1J1avo,iporv#061§. for: :in: the
social teienCeS,ahtt'hUManitiet,

that the opportuni=ty-. to audit courses in sUdii-prettigibUniVertitiet:.:41-Yate,

Stanford, and the University of-Chicake-was` ,not-the 'maj=or
the Fellowship. In fact -there are repeated-referehee§ te,-th&T§Urpti§ingly
path. quality of ifittruttiohl,Which the FellaWt_foUhd, around -thein, As erid,:Fefiori
_actlitted: had to fade the fact this year that a- -good- course is hard?-to
find! laud, alaS:, to teach!)" And not a =-few rFelloWt said they TwoUl&-return=
-to their lett prestigious institutions with a sense of renewed -hope!

-De-Spite' their deprecating response to _courses,_lieWever, the Fel=lows found -that

the overall eXperience (free time, excellent library, :ete.)_-provided -a=new and
remarkable pertpeetiVe as a result of being out of natural and out of
the normal role' as teaCher. (For some, thit:Was initially _a-traumatic ekper- i.4

.' cued: to -be neither facUlty nor stUdent, neither of a department nor out-of

9Rollins College, "Fla. (Anthony Layng) -; _Southern Illinois Univertity,
Experiment in Higher Education (Carolyn- Dorsey-); Reed college (Dennis Bonner)-

10Christepher Breiseth (Williams College); Cleveland WilliaMt (Si. Michael -'s
College (Vermont); Joseph Logsdon (Lehigh- University -); Alvy King (Texas

Chrittian University).- Two Of these Fellows separated from their institution
with mutual regret as a result of the tact that there were no tenure slots
available; one had a serious misunderstanding over contract conditions and
seized an opportunity to take a post eltewhert;the fourth wanted to move
himself and his family frofil an arrl-White community (Vermont) back to a south=
ern institution.

11
Edward Scarborough (De Paul University).

121t is true, however, that the National Endowment for the Humanities,
having broken the ice with its Black Studies Fellowships, is increasingly

--generous in offering grants for research projects in both humanities and
social science. In addition to its 'Fellowships in Black Studies, NEE now
offers American Indian and Chicano Studies.
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it, Was disorienting.) The "chance to see life from the other side of the-'=desk," combined With powerful 3fitellectual stimulation, new resources, and
new- surroundings-- Jed many -of the- Fellows to take a+ totaliy freth _leek at the
undergraduate- experience of al i students, their oliin__indiUded, -Bothered- bythe apathy Whidh they observed .in claSSet -taught -by others, many Fellowsorganized informal Setihar-distuSSions among.. themselves on the need for re-:,
thinking undergraduate =curriculum, for -experiMentatiot, and--for the releaSe-
from the ledture/exaMinatiOn forMat. 'Since-the, FelioWt- represented; a Wide_croSs=Section of institutions in terms of Oriiiity, size, and= tradition, such
informal seminars had -a-quality at bride sturdy and rich-._ Not a--feW-
doMMented that _for. the; firat time "they kouod:_theiselves taking_ a_ prefestienal-intereSt in teaching;- not just an :intellectual ,pleasure= in- .their d_ isciplines'.
Many resolved to develop, new teadhing-

--The_ eMphatiS _On_ tpentaneetit getieratioitiOf:geed, _cenVerS ation-:among Fellowsintroduces = the -issue= =Of whether : -rt-was`- =useful /essential /Unimportant- to the
Wwork -Of po4qradUate;-AtellOWS for

=of fOrii-preiloio,__:0-ety,of*iiiiiviog- the-institution wtiidh,4ie_dhate for the,;kanfortIrtel.lOvit had-the
{benefi=t- =of-- sharing therif;e-jcpekientes-=with ,--othet:_eilewsl. In-'several' inttaridet-,
in-tattz, the group -of -bariforth..PelioWt--WAS=-6ritargeii=bys -the :adai4oii_=bf NEIl

The Fellows at one inStitution4=the University of -thiCage==were to-a_ man
much of the success -of the year _stemmed :frOiwtheir

=change,. stimulated= and nourished- by thec-of. -of. the director of -OF
Even- though some -of the Fellows-_ rejected -completely =his- philosophy=

of Black- Studies the thitage .ditedtor, inspired= adtiration,gratitude, and loyalty _SUch-an order that one finds it :hard= to-- believe thetribUteS were net written-by awe= struck adolescents.

the experiende Of the -Stanford- and Atlanta _groups :placed-the same emphatis, omtheir group and directer at--:toUrcet of StiMiilatiOn. Then what =of the control-
group- =the four glatk StUdies Fellows who--Worked. alone? 3Eadli ;off-theM-also
regarded- his experience--as =highly Valuable. All four admitted that having

colleagues might have made a richer year, but they Wou-ldn't have been willing=
to sacrifice what they gained (iir_ene date, access -to a particular' collection
of source materials; in anether, participation as a white StUdent in a black
theological seminary, etc.) -for What-Might-have-been.

The acute dissatisfaction of two successive groups -at Yale, though it -had
several sources, suggests that an essential' ingredient in the success Of the
cluster principle is the personal interest of a director who .serves as the
active liaison- between the postgraduate _Oeliewt and = the rest of the university,
including their related departments. In both 1969-,70 and 1970-71, the Yale
groups had indifferent leadership. (In. fairness, one should- =point out that
DF Fellows were the responsibility of a roan new to the University who very
properly' identified the undergraduates as his first priority and tried to
delegate reSpontibility for working with the Danforth Fellows to a second man,
also'new to the University). Yet when a third group chose. Yale, in the face
of clear warnings based On the experience of the. two previotis groups, they
had an exciting and rewarding year, thanks to the direct and sustained interest
Of the acting director, Sohn Blassingame.
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To _sum up, being one: of -a clatter Of :pOttgradtiate FelloWt ,did not guarantee agood- experience within the group, neither did being a "loner" in an ilittitiitiOn
keep a Fellow from having a fruitful year even though deprived of stimulating
ColleagUes. The shift of perspective whichs-CaMe-_with the -transplantation of amature observer to a new institution had a_p0Werfill influence on the profes-
sional development of many of the Fellows, regardless of their status in
group And where ,groups -'eliCked', the was yeasty; unlike .ahything the Fellows had known before, adults interest of
Black Studies brought to Aar- formal and iliformalateMihart their different
disciplinary oriehtatient. and_.Widely-=-4iiiergeht individual eiperienOes. ,Their-teathing of One another was an intellectual/personal experience of the highest
Order,

Several of the -outstahoihivFelloisitL , in expressing their -regret at the termina-
tion of the _Black Studies Fellowships, -Urged- that -the,,progranu-be replaced with
-a- pro-grain-0f ,teaching-sabbatical :younger facoty-. They argue
that-_,k-yearls:fereate,ftoo:I=Intti-tot4-oha.4espcjs,_00ftoycptess-iiie-,iii -do,
research=combined !Witli-ithe-_oppOrtUnityto-,,wOrk-iiith-liftlit-=-rate-tChOlarti._._USe
the resources of a great university, and take4h,;OUttide4iii-Sider!S--Viti4=-Atif-,a,
major rthiS- is an invaluable experience Thenovi-ce:-,.,teacher.: isnot ready from it, teaCherc,ish't likely to change his
or her ways, but the teacher ih--betWeiii! is Malleable :and- ready for the _

experience.

They _stipulate only two things one, _ that the host university provide an
interested, well-connected -liaison =pert-oh to counsel and help the Fellows,
two, that -dadh,-PelloW--haVe a depart-Mental: connection, It only to the extent
Of an astignMeht to teach

*+
;Joseph Logsdon, one of -.the-Felloisit urging of the ,Black .Studies
Fellowship -program under -a -broader -mandate, offered the following appreciation
Of his year -it- the hatit for -advice -titi-the

The Overall -character of this bliek-StUdies-FelloWship- should-not te--
overloO_ ked-; it surely hat-uSeftliesS beyond the exploration and improvement
of Black Studies It may well be a striking innovation in higher

_

The _postdoctoral idea is relatiVeiy itnexplored'in-ithe social sciences
and litiManities. And having it occur after -Cohtiderable. college teaching_
experi ence is even more uiusual anywhere in higher edneatioh. The -postdoctoral
in science or the residency in ,medicine usually takes place immediately
after doctoral stUdy. . . .

I f universities 'could-offer sabbaticals of this -sort,perbaps on the
basis of awardsit would -probably have -a, major ,impact on improving
the quality of teaching in American colleges ancl-uniVert-itiet-. Most
leaves and grants are directed toward -reSearCh. -alone:. A fellowship like
ours would _Serve a WO- broader _purpose : renewing and refreshing the
teachers, their teaching, and their research No One has really zminaged-
to find_ a way to encourage growth- On the _part of a faculty after graduate
school except by rewarding publication--with time and resources for more
publication I don't denigrate -publithing. But _I write this as a 'publishing
scholar'', who has often considered the process of rewards _ self-defeating
if it had hopes of encouraging ahythihitibeyohd growing tpecializatidh,
and publitatiOn. From -experietiCes -.this year as a- Danforth Fellow in
-Black Studies, I would urge you to consider the program's appliCability-
tO even -broader _puipcisei- in higher -eclutatiOh.
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I, for one, am certain that ,becatite of this year's experience, I Shall
return to teadhing_-not only More -knowledgeable in Black Studies and
better prepared to offer advice, but also more inquiring in 'My _researchand more concerned and interested = 'in -my -teaching: `-Perhaps I Shall,,a1So
try to institutionalize and expand my experience for others in this and
other fields, for I ariv_e,invinted- that you have _struck upon -a brilliant
innOxiation in -.higher, _education:

A -taat _word On the first evaluation

_Whether the Foundation Madei-aiase:-Move in 1969 -ManY,
persons have USetil,the:FOUndation,'S- resources differently 'But -that --.We

_

MoVed,-to-,-Meet a need which was acute i clear, and that we stood against
reverse radi-SM,AS_:Wekl as against racism is also part of the record SeveralFell-64S- call

'together with thOS0,of NEIl which DF inspired, have provided a kokik.Of
"legitimacy" -fer.--the field This "legitimizing" ' has not resulted fr6iioi
resulted in -uniformity for the field, nor is such unifornity likely to come
Yet our basic -Objective was the modest one of buying time f6r people to think,and this we have done. We have tippo_tecr;OelloWS, répreseñting a wide range of
points of -view, and we have -=Made it possible for SetiOUS--e-Xehangesi.tO take=-
place -among them. Their work is not finished, through their work, our pebbles
Will go on mak ing-waVe .

The concluding section of this report provides a sampling Of the reflections
of the Fel loWs who have enjoyed DF's Postgraduate Black Studies FellewshipS.
They can and do speak for themselves.

.

Laura Bornholdt
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Appendix A

Excerpts from Correspondence
With B1aCk Studies FeilOWs

Appreciations

. . . the yeat provided me:,With unprecedented refreshment and enrichment!
leiturt to read and think; -new faCeS, friends-; experiences, and scenery;
the occasion- for -more= writing-than-I- have done= in 8iyear-of teaching; and
fteedom-froM,fitiandiallipretsUtet. . . .

"The- impact l&-my'Danfoith-yeat upon the-dUrrent:one is =-evident in three
places #;prork-coliego4 iirthe-cominunity of iSpringf eld, and in -my owns
reSeatahlandWritint-_.

James--L,LivingSten-m7o-
Dtury=C011ege

"(I greatly appteCiated) the-,experiential _!_impaCt_Of spending a year in
close contact And-diSCUSSIOniWith-black teatheti-an&stUdentSilif_many-
pettUasiOns. I think I now-:approach _diScuStionST-With-blick-SIOdentSi_ and
in black_studies clisseS=with 'aneW-OpenneSWaneW:senSitivity to b-the

divetSity_of black VieWSand atiltudes4-add_theTcenfidenee,_when-it_Seemd-

apptepriate-, to Saythings'WhiCh-teem=to be true, even -though I am awate,
that I risk being MistinderSteed-at a racist"

Willi* -Becker (1970=71)

Buck:1611 University

"A POST-GRADUATE YEAR: =WHAT IT HAS BEEN
(SPLENDOR: MIRABILE DICTU)

It has been a year of Splendor:

to Strengthen my background in Black literature
to. Publish my first article in =a leading journal

to Learn ffom others, scholars and studentS alike
to Engage in serious research on Countee Cullen
to Negate in discussion absurd notions'of the Black Man
to Dream of sunshine in February and end up in Jamaica
to Order and synthesize my reading into lectures
to Reap the benefits of a Danforth Fellow in Black Studies

It has indeed been a year of SPLENDOR, marvelous to relate."

Johnnie M. Sharpe (1971-72)

South Carolina State College
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Appreciations (2)

"I still regard the year I spent at Yale as a high point in my professional
career."

H. Larry Ingle,(1969-70
University of Tennessee at

Chattanooga

"It has-been-the best sustained, academic experience of-my life. Sharply
defined _goals and accessible -means have --found a-happy union.: The-approach-
ability-of top- scholars,the availability of resources and the vitality of
the_stUdent/sthoiats Atthe university have complimented -the investment of
self to produce 4n-ektremely worthwhile year AttoladeS to the_PoUndation
fat-MilkingliOsSiblethiA, qi-ght-nnl .

MilbUr. I Washington- (1971 -72)

CentkaL C011ege-(IeWi)

". . I feel a Very genuine gratitude- -for the:WOnderfuLoppotttinity-that_
the Foundation_provided= fdt me, In 4-Sense it Wasa-breakthrough-and-A
unique experience for Me._ The xeason I say that is bedauSel not only-teach
in 4 small college-buthave4-with-,ope-ekdeptiOn-, always

- attended- -and =taught
at small and non=prostigioUS-colleges- The:yeat that youipieVidefi for-me-4A
Yale was my chanceto-be-exposedt&the top tank of American higher-
and I feel that I-_-profited=by it enormously. This-isliot to imply that
everything-waS-Superb:lit even-Spperidithere-but Much- was and -as- for that
that was hot=-well, I loathed quite 4-bit juSt by discovering a bit of Medi=
otrity exists -6en in those ballowed-precindtS. The -main. thing is that -we-

who-teach-at most-of the colleges and universities of America tend to-bet0Me
isolated and inbred-in Our ideaS and-badly need, -the stimulation of being
throWn into the exciting atmosphere of a great university."

. Robert Lowe (1969-70)
Elmira College

. . one of the most valuable and exciting years of my life. .
11

". . . a year of renewal and revitalization. . . ."

Pearle M. Hankins (1971-72)
Virginia Union University

"On a more personal level (and to one who had known very few black people
previously), perhaps my most meaningful--and enjoyable -- experience has been
the opportunity of living in the Lames of two black families. There have
been lonely times, of course, and I've missed the role of teacher more than
I had expected, but generally speaking, I believe this semester has provided
me with an invaluable experience."

Carolyn Huff (1971-72)
Lenoir Rhyne College



Appreciations (3)

"Thus the Foundation efforts in this new area were, I believe, well worth
it. In the long run I have no idea what will-happen (who does?) to Black
-Studies in -this country. But a lot of people will have benefited from.,
'DF't efforts in any case, -and I for one _feelprivileged to have been a
:part of an effort conceived for all the right reasons-, . . .and to which
the prestige of a great foundation has been committed."

Nicholas Canaday (1970-71)
Louisiana State University,

"I have been..both
impressedand,ditappointe4Lwith.Atlania-Univertity. The

libraryiiti!.disasier;:area,largelyAUe-te-adminittratiVe-and=staff:incom-
petence: .SOMethifiVM0S0e do06-01-thiS,aiWiMMediaieW:. The quality of
teaching -10*Xed=: Of ,thei-Mdfiy

:
eXcellefit-teaCheftF:IbaVe'encoUntiredOwo

-stand `uppermost. in myMind:- ,Rithard:lonii:.pireCtor9fffie!-Center-forAfti Can
'and` Africa_ is-.one- of -the-moti ifitelleCtUalTY.stiMUlatiOg=
iPertons-r_ have ever encountered.

HiS4661Y-teMinar-okAfro.,;AMeridaiiicUlthre-
WaS most valuable. Mack Jones,- chairman -of the-TOlitidal Science department,

_ ,gave me new insights into the workings of politics and government-, etpeciallyl,
-as it affected the black community."

George P: Antone (1971-72)

Appalachian State University

"If a FelloW cannot get what he wants at the University of Chicago I would
b". inclined to say that he does not know precisely what he wants or else'he
does not.knew. hew to go about getting it."

Sister Mary Mangan (1969-70)
Webster College

'The University of Chicago Was an excellent choice. Although there is no
specified Black Studies program or department here, the resources for study
and instruction in the field are impressive. There may, moreover, be wisdom
-in their implicit decision to diffuse Black Studies within 'departments.
Ftequently that approach has been an evasion. At Chicago, however, it is a
forthright, determined effort. There-are many courses in various departments-.-

,well ttaffed with black and white faculty and firmly imbedded with the Univer-
sity. . . .The resulting variety of approaches, the sense of security, the
absence of power struggles, the academic soundness, and the overall institu-
tional stability are commendable strengths of Black Studies at Chicago. The
latter feature is particularly noteworthy. There is no appearance of
fragility or temporariness about Black Studies at Chicago. . . .

"The value of the University of Chicago extends well beyond its own resources.
The immediate community of Hyde Park is a wonderful mixture of people. . . .

"AS I review My repOrt thus far, I find that it is almost gushing. I did not
write it with that intention. I have written it to help you evaluate the
.program. My disappointments are few."

Joseph Logsdon (1970-71)
--Louitiana,State = University

20
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. Appreciations (4)

"Moreover serious research into black history, literiture, sociology, etc. is
essential if the integrative perspective is to be- achieved with sophistication..
The Black Studies phenomenon did much to highlight the need for this procetS
and Danforth I think will be remembered for making a tangible contribution to
this essential movement,"

Christopher Breiseth (1970-71)
Sangamon State University

."Yale's Afro - American Studies, Program under John Blassingatte, ACting
_Director, has been Very generous- and helpful to the'_Danforth- Fellows.
Jehivprovided-us=mith Offiteii--strong-,endoUrigetent-And=-CoUnsel,_heihis
alsOltelpedAitto receive-- grants frOm-the-GradUiterSthOollor--oUr-oWn
research: l received-one-for'lhetrip00,Seeiplayt--ind,haVeinterViews-

My-studk-ot-the black-ads:the:tic. -Under::h*direCtionthereAlatMto
:been- an-eXtellent series-45f-Speakers.4n&IiiMil-forthe:Aff6=Ametitab
StUdidi_PrOgram. I can't -praise Aliwenough- for -his -4StiStanCe and.for
his direction; even though temporary, -of the-program. . . ."

Samuel H. McMillan (1971-72)
University of Tennessee

Ur idkbats

The only somewhat negative statement that I have to make is that the
prestige of Danforth has led some -few students to say that a Fellow of
that Foundation is suspect because he by reason of his fellowship belongs
to what they call 'The EStablishment.' I only have-to show them my over-
due bills to silence that accusation."

Bertram Lewis (1970-71)

Eastern Washington State College

"Also,it seems that underlying the selection process of the Foundation is
-not too much confidence and faith in what is going.on in Black Studies (and
this is certainly understandable in light of events) and the Foundation has
Sought to give it validity and stature by selecting persons with high
credentials, Ph.D.'S in most cases. Thit has led to,.given the nature of

'what opportunity has been for blacks previously, a paucity of blacks in the
4r-program. This has been a mistake admitted even by the concerned, whites in

the prograk.

"Blacks would be qualified in large numbers if the Foundation would look at
those still on the road to the Ph.D. and those not yet teaching on the
college campuses. *I am suggesting those-who might still be studying--graduate
and postgraduate--those who arc interested in research and writing rather
than teaching and those with a master's degree who have years of experience
teaching in the secondary schools, who with a year of study the Danforth
fellowship would provide, could move into the junior colleges.



Brickbats (2)

"This tendency toward sponsoring those who have already achieved gives a
very conservative character to the program. Conservatism and Black Studies
are strange bed fellows!"

Carolyn Dorsey (1969-70)
New York University

"It is perhaps true to say that I did not expect, nor was I prepared for, the
the personal and racial animosity leveled against the whitefellows, but
neither. was I prepared for the deplorible academic quality of the Yale program.The term 'deplorable' may be too strong, but I haVe been educated in more
traditional acadeiic programs and I must use that-experience on a comparative
basis.

.-the-YaleAnack-StuditS-Ptegtair,-and4robably,heitlyeVety-Other-suth.

:OtOgtam_ettiblished:_in-tedini-yearS,:WaslAitiatealirian4tMOspheteOf
=highly- chargedi:emotional-a*riCial-tenSimi. ilany4regraadA0te,x4ihed'into
existence- without

adequate,01anninivet=adeqUaieJnqUirY-4hte-What:purpOse
such progtiMs-should-,ittemptte-adeoMplish-. =Osicultitt-have-been-makeshift
and-even at timesiblatintly incompetent. Really-coMpeieni scholars have
Often been_by-passed-bedaute_ef-racial biat-er-have refrained-from-offering
_constructive criticism of-liladk-StUdietspregtaMsAUe to the-highly emotional
*biosphere. Where Blatk Studies -Departments- -have beeircreated,_ they-hive
generally. beentteated as unwanted _and ill-cOnceived_stepchildren of the
ttaditional-depattmentS. All Of_My -academic eiperiehtes-.and_-inStincts
indicate-to me-that such programs will die off of-their-own accord-as soon
At-the emotional tensions which-created them have lettened-."

Robert Gaines (- 1969-70)

Tusculum College.

"Another, more'serious problem that we encountered et Atlanta University was
the uncertainty of course offerings. Some courses in Afro-American Studies
listed in the schedule for this semester were cancelled at the last minute,
others substituted without giving the teachers much warning, and still
others offered but unlisted. One of the reasons for this, I believe, is the
general lack of coordination among, the various schools in the Atlanta
University Center. Each school seems to be a separate entity, with its own
bureaucracy, programs,_ and goals. There is really very little sense of an
integrated 'center,' and I'm already convinced that this severely undermines
the potential of this kind of consortium."

Anonymous

". . . The Afro-American Studies Program at Yale is not very good. . . . At
the same time, it is clear that one can learn a great deal about problems
in black studies by observing what is going on here."

Nicholas Canaday (1970-71)
Louisiana State University

22
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. . such a year, coming four to -ten years after one has finished the Ph:D.
and been immersed_ in teaching, is of tremendous benefit to the indiVidual-and
the institutions he-Will inhabit. Too few of us- in the humanities and-_social
Sciences have the opportunity to _take_ on a -set of problems_ to which we- have
been led _by our teaching-_and:_really pursue the problems as scholars. -Typi_eally
in the first yeart of _teaching- we _are struggling with-_a -variety -6f -courset_-,:-
scale _of which- we have had _n6- format.preparation-in; and---With_-our
dissertation _which_ we ,are:-_preparing_=for--publication (old-:-material -being worked
over). =The demands. of our teaching: file:get us on -a-treadiii0; which it is
eatiei! stay _Orr -than-joimp Off,, a-,_fact_that
eharactetistic-expantion in our find-1y tiesj:in& coticoMmitint_fieed
=not to- be too-- adventurous *hat- has:been-:so--helpfulzalioUtthit year-10

_ ,
me °is

to -come -as- a= student ;(Wittv_m--iteacheret,:baCkbone:iptotiping:AMOipiin=-Fly-
_ _ _Own eyes)_ :after seVen=;yeirs of -teaching -to-Vs:wk.:With_ Others-sharing-My -types

Of 'experionde, but as important, tO_Mork With i--firSt rate= scholar like
Franklin- -who -is -in a- position to -give shape and -direction to my study of
these new -interests. -I- rather detested- my__traduate-work-it -was so joylei4
and- soulless-. The attitude- have- towards the -present- experience CoUld _not
be more different. aWbOth the student ,and-the--ekperienced teacher. This
makes me unusually receptive_ to intelligent-guidante---frem someone like
Franklih,_ if also -smug= -and critical about the thortcoMings-,of -my- 'teaching:
colleaguet' whose courses I visit: The result is -attention:paid to _the art
of teaching as well as to scholarship. The readiness - -to write papers for
seminars betokens the willingness to be fully engaged as student =and- seholar.
My advice to: those facing the opportunity -of Such= p- Year (and- I -think
programs like this should be expanded, centered:around top scholars who are-
ready -to take some teaching veterans in tow- -which hat its own-kind Of peril'
and stimulation for such scholars) is to fix on a research problem related to
course work and write some -papers which will be criticized-by Others. . . .

"It's a kind of second stage of graduate work- -which is not the way to
advertise such post-dOctoral work. But 'it has the twin aspects of professional
guidance and peer ,group collaboration which can be very encouraging to the
experienced college teacher who-has developed a style of unflappable competence
in the eyes of students (and hopefully faculty c011eagues), but who is really
unready to do any serious intellectual collaboration in public with his fellow
professionals, preferring instead the safety of scholarly isolatiOn. One of-
our problems, which the students sense, it the lack of intellectual community
among, the -faculty of our colleges and universities. This issue is far-ranging
and I won't go into it further except to say that I see in the experience I
am now enjoying a revitalization of individuals working separately and together
that has the quality of something we arc lacking at Williams, which I sense is
missing in most of our colleges."

Christopher Brciseth (1970-71)
Sangamon State University

(originally Williams College)
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On the Future of kook Studies

"I sense that universities and the society at large are less and less concerned
with black studies. In such a period of reaction, the calm, tough-minded
approach of Jahn Hope Franklin helps to holstei my own commitment to the field..
slack studies within this society will be advanced by: rigorous research and
dedicated teaching."

Joseph Logsdon (1970-71)
Louisiana State University

"I am less- sure now of how I would _go about _implementing a _Wad studies-
program _thin_ I was -a year _ago. it-hair* :heard_ and readsoim argumenta-
10---and- ag4inst-,separate-:blatk_stUdiet progr F,dewtieekis. The more
,adVanced =black thinkers i'-ind=WriterS, -(itore,,.eattemoi more:-,radir.1171 maintain-

-bliek -campus :inappropriate-.since --the
-=institution as a =whole ought_ to--te totallr-vommitted- tho subject- -in- allits tamificatiOns-. On campus_, -4X-black
studies program is -merely - establishment tokenism at est. At this point My
thinking _is that on the survey- course level-, in-all distiplinet, a fully
integrated program is the only feaSible_approath-._ The black American-has
_been_ and _Will_ continue _such an integral-part of the collectivity -of
America that to draw off this component_ into a-separate _discipline-will create_
_an- intolerable -gap. That- is_-, in -My -thinking, _we- do-_net have-an option. To-
=study ATherican politics, history, =literature-_ etc. one must- perforce study
3_Black Studiet.' An advanced; -specialized -distipline, on the Other-hand, is-
-a legitimate intellettual- pursuit."

George P. Antone (1971-72)
Appalachian State University

"Although there is always the risk of projecting one's own institutional
-experience as a paradigm of the World, I must confess to a qualified pessimism_
:about the future of Black StUdies programs, particularly _in predominantly white
f-Orivate universities. At best it would seem that Black Studies is Still
thought to be something Which should take place withi., the traditional disci-
=panes and departments; at wortt, it it_ seen as redundant and even a -threat
-to intellectual =standards. Both points -of view- lead- me to conclude that they
are the result of one of two conditions: either, the intellettual rationales
for Black Studies have been unread or undigested OR the -forces at work on the
decision-makers in university administrations (e.g., trustee and alumni
attitudes) see- Black Studies as a manifestation of the separatist thrust thez
perceive to be an aspect of the broader black revolt in America. I would
submit that those faculty peOple who see Black Studies as a threat to academic
excellence have a forest trees problem and _have seen only the campus unrest
inirsuant to "Black Studies among 'many other things. Also not to be .discounted
-are faculty attitudes which eschew Black Studies as an unwelcome additional
claimant to an already overburdened budget. Students remain fickle as well,
but new courses have to he made available long enough to allow them to catch
on if they are going to.
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Future of Black Studies (2)

"Black Studies will continue to require legitimizing devices-if it is ever to
-bedoMe an integral part of the academic community. Among theSe are dual
appointments, highly productiVe staff, excellence and imagination in teaching,
people willing to fight bureaucratic battles, etc. The Danforth Fellowships
have been an excellent legitiMizing effort on behalf of Black Studies. In-
this context it is particularly unfortunate that they will not be continued."

E. Philip Morgan (1971-72)
Emory. liniversity

"Now that the great noises surrounding the_issue of Black Studies have subsided
considerably, that there is general recognition that Black Studies is here to
star and that we wheyare serious about establishing this discipline are
quietly and busily at work, I-hope sincerely the faith that. the Foundation
invested inthe prograMhAS been rewarded."

Carolyn A.'Dorsey (1969=70)
New York University

T.0

"One wonders if Stanford University has any real commitment in this area since
the Afro-American program at Stanford is under-staffed and very peripheral
to the general academic concern of the University."

Adebisi Otudeko (1971-72)
Franklin and Marshall College

. . . I don't belieVe black studies will disappear--in part for the reason
you suggested, i.e. that white institutions recruiting black students
will maintain black studies as part of that effort. I do expect that black
studies programs will remain in weak financial and political positions and
as a result will become 'normalized' in such a way that any 'radical'
impulses will begin to disappear.

r-'

"Black studies began as a radical movement. It began with demands for new
subject matter, new approaches, new relations among faculty, students, and
adienistrators, new relations with local communities; it began fdithermore
with an unusual power base--a base in the student body rather than a
department or committee structure. . . Now that money is very tight, I
fear that black studies, which apparently has not had time to build a
power base in maxi), institutions (and which at least at Stanford may not be
able to depend on its student base) will be under pressure to withdraw and to
conform."

Lawrence Flood
Mount Holyoke College

"For most educational institutions I think a separate Black Studies
Departmeit is a mistake because it is likely to play on the margins of
mainlin. activity (political, budgetary, intellectual) of the institution,
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On the Future of Black Studies (3)

to be lopped off withoutmuch pain to the majority of faculty and students
under the guise of one expedient or another. On the other hand, I think it is
intellectually imperative that courses and programs be organized to focus
on the experience of groups, bdth separately and together. . . .

"One of the reasons I strongly advocate conscious moves toward the integrative
perspective is that I have discovered here in middle Amerita_a deep need among
whites to underttandeur racial/ethnic experience as a nation. This'is not
going to be accomplished for the majority of students if the content of
the minorities' experiences is in separate ethnic programs exclusively: The
objective is for intellectual subversion Of the major programs and
disciplines. Much Of this_effort must be- carried Oh by whitet if other
whites are to be readied: On the

iotherhand,

the subttitute for Black
Studies programs as separable entities is the,presence of tubstantially
increased-numbers of black facUlty- members= -both to proMoteimplititly and
explicitly our search -to grasp,Americais:pluraliSM-Andto meet-the

personal -At-wellas ihtelleCtUat=fieedt ef-biadk-siUdehtt- Thus I would_
eMphitiie the-need_forSoMeconSciousL-workihgef-whites with_whitet-Ari-of
blatkt-withTblacks-At thesame lite-that-both-groups (sttidentt-andifaduIty)

iare being drawn together ntellectually and per-tonally in programs and
courses focusing on the interaction of Our group experiences.

". . . Each institution has its own needs and appropriate structures,
with particular constituencies to service. We should not be averse to
this. But we must also assert with firmnets and confidence the need to
grasp our interdependence as a group of people forming a nation in a
pluralistic world."

Christopher Breiseth (1970-71)
Sangamon State University

"Black studies, which is by definition interdisciplinary should have as
a main objective, the improvement of the lives of black people through
the application of techniques and methods of the traditional disciplines.
Black studies therefore, cannot be removed from the political, psycholo-
gical, social and economic reality of black survival in a white controlled
world. It should be devoted to the education of a generation of scholars
committed to eradicating racism and oppression from the American and world
societies."

Jcseph T. Darden (1971-72)
California State College
(Pennsylvania)

"I must confess to a qualified pessimism about the future of Black Studies
programs. . . . (They) will continue to require legitimizing."

Sister Mary Mangan (1969-70)
Webster College
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"The difficulties are manifold because of a particular and unbelievable
naivete and ignorance of the students to cultural differences and in
regards to race. The students loobk at Detroit or Harlem or Watts and fail
to see Cheyenne River, Lower Brule, Crow Creek, Pine Ridge, and.Rosebud
Indian Reservations. They see busing problems in Florida, California,
Alabama, and WiSconsin, but refuse to see Or have no idea that Indian
kids are transported and boarded out to MissiOn/Reservation schools
in Pierre, Mission, etc. right here in South Dakota, and that the kids
come from Washington, Arizona, Oklahoma, and Minnesota.

"Part of what I have been trying to do is awaken the consciousness of
some people in Jacksonmiss, South Dakota."

Gervase Hittle (1970-71)
University of SbuthDakota

On Whites and Blacks in Black Studies

"The 'nothing gets done when whites are in class' attitude holds true
for courses with visceral content, but for those giving general over-views
or surveys only the instructor can annul this attitude. There is no magic
formula."

Dennis Donner (1970-71)
Stanford University

"To this point I have had no particular problem as a white teacher teaching
black literature to black students, mainly, I think, because I know things
about the material that they don't and they appreciate that. On black
student put it to me this way: 'Sure. 6 were checking you out for the
first week Or two, but after about t3i.A econd class, I came out and I said
to myself, "Jones knows what he's ..alicing about." And that's what I'm in
the class for--I want information.' Frankly, I think we can easily do
black students injustice by assuming that they will make unfair judgments
and reject white teachers just because they are white. That may not
necessarily happen if

(1) there are enough black teachers at a school to
remove the problem of role model and

(2) the white teacher has done his homework--that is,
has studied black culture enough to be sensitive
to differences in perspective and has studied a
particular subject enough to be able to provide
information and insights to his students,"

Dennis Jones (1969-70)
Luther College
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"For Florence State, a course in Black History was unique. Some white
students arrived on campus with specific instructions from parents to avoid,
the course. Other white Students were much interested in the subject matter
but were fearful that some 'mysterious dangerour doctrine-was to be given
them without their being aware of it. A few black students were doubtful
that any white person was competent to deal with the subject. While all
had some kind -of opinion about every aspect of, Black history, most were
willing to 'watch and wait.' A few students _voiced the opinion after a
few days that they should leave the course and a few others were told that
they should leave -if they- could not listen to and evaluate differing views.
But matters smoothed out Nb one dropped_but few if any-of the extremists_
are-happy. But that is good. I am in a potition here in_the_Southmhere
I can easily join-the Negro community or eaiilyrtemain a member of the
white community. But this_does_not tolVe any-prObiemt. As- I--see it,
prOgrett in_ my tettion-Of_theNeenniry:ilftiVetbringing the members_ of
the=two-ritettegether ttihulating:inierCoUtte4etWein them, and developing
toMe-realapprediatienforfand-Willingnett:iPA4OrkWith _each-Other._ lAf*e_
therefore," triedto=getolie*Oillieadh-,CAMp-andr-iM-16 some extenttintied-
by neither. But small bits of-- progress-have =-been made- -so small that they
would seem insignificant for any one other that myself."

Kenneth R. Johnson (1970-71)
Florence State University

"Black Studies is immediately noticed with varying attitudes about why
one would engage in it. If a Black middle-class individual ask why
you are interested in Black Studies, no matter what you tell him, his mind
writes you off as a militant even though you do not-wear-an Afro nor Jo.k-
participate in civil rights demonstrations. If a lower-class Black ask,
his mind registers immediately that you are either a trouble-maker or insane:
a trouble-maker becaute you must be interested in his carefully guarded
secrets of survival or want to use him as an informant; insane because if
you have made it in the white man's world, why would you want to return to
his (The Blatk Man's Wbrld) even for reminders, for here is a world he
wishes desperately to escape. If a white man ask, his mind instantly
depicts you as a radical wasting your time when you could be doing some-
thing more useful."

Johnnie M. Sharpe (1971-72)
South Carolina State College
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